
 

2026 Legislative Priorities 
 

Guiding Principles - These priorities follow four general principles guiding the Village 

Board’s position on state legislation:  

 Oppose legislation that mandates new services without providing the necessary 

funding (unfunded mandates). 

 Oppose proposals that diminish or restrict the Village’s existing local authority. 

 Oppose legislation that decreases the municipal tax base. 

 Oppose restrictions and exemptions placed on the Village’s home rule authority. 

 

Infrastructure 

 Funding to complete the remainder of SW Highway/143rd Street project 

(Federal/State).   

o $40 million needed to complete 143rd Street from Wolf Road to West 

Avenue 

o $3 million needed to complete 143rd Street from West Avenue to SW 

Highway 

o $3.6 million to complete 143rd Street from Wolf Road to Will-Cook 

 Funding to make safety improvements at 94th Avenue & 159th Street Intersection 

(State) 

o $6 million to design, secure ROW and construct safety enhancements at 

this high accident location. 

 New I-80 interchange at either Wolf Road or Will-Cook (Federal/State/Tollway 

Authority) 

 Expand MWRD service area 5 miles outside Cook County boundary (State). 

o Recognition that municipalities & development opportunities cross county 

lines. 

 Funding for the design and construction of an athletic facility and senior center 

to serve the eastern portion of the Village (Federal/State). 

 Funding to complete 159th Street traffic corridor studies 

o $500,000 needed to complete traffic signal optimization at the 159th St. & 

LaGrange Rd. intersection. 

o $500,000 needed to complete traffic study of 159th St. from Will Cook 

Road to Harlem Avenue. 

 

Financial Stability 

 Restore previous Local Government Distributive Fund (LGDF) to ease property 

taxes (State). 

o Orland Park has lost over $50 million since 2011. 

 Sustainable Public Pensions 

o Protect pension systems and taxpayers. 

o The costs of any proposed changes must be clearly understood and 

considered. Any changes should be directly linked to solving a 

documented pension problem. (State).  
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 Support and increase funding opportunities for critical local services (e.g., public 

safety, public works, roadways). (State). 

 Continued funding for the park and recreation services, including the OSLAD 

matching grant program, special education and Illinois Arts Council grants 

(State). 

 Modernize Public Notices and Records 

o Replace obsolete, legally mandated newspaper publications with online 

notices posted on the Village’s official website. 

 

Economic Development 

 Brownfield remediation assistance for the former Andrew Corporation property 

(Federal/State/County). 

 Preserve authority to utilize tax increment financing (State). 

 Regional Transit Reform 

o Revise the People Over Parking Act to restore the Villages’ ability to set 

minimum parking requirements. 

o Require that Supermajority votes of the new transit Board should require 

some collar county support for regional consensus. 

 

Public Safety 

 Increase funding for body cameras, training, and less lethal equipment (State). 

 Amend the Illinois Freedom of Information Act (5 ILCS 140/) (State) 

o Prevent the commercial exploitation and monetization of police body-

worn camera footage to safeguard individual dignity and relieve the 

public resource burden, while maintaining necessary protocols for 

government transparency. 

o Allow agencies to charge a reasonable fee for extensive redaction and 

processing when the request is commercial in nature. 

 Provide funding to support emergency preparedness training, personnel, 

facilities, and equipment (State). 

 Increase penalties for drivers who flee or elude police officers. 

 

 


