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Principal | Director of Landscape Architecture and Urban Design + Planning
JJackson@RATIOarchitects.com | 312.465.2359

February 27, 2015

Mr. John Mehalek 
Village Clerk
Office of the Village Clerk
14700 S. Ravinia Avenue
Orland Park, Illinois 60462

Re: Celebrating and Preserving the Stellwagen Family Farm 

Dear John, 

The Stellwagen Family Farm provides an opportunity to celebrate and preserve the agricultural and cultural heritage of rural Cook County’s past. 
Bringing the past to life through educational programming, providing recreational opportunities, and ensuring sustainable land management 
and open space will help shape this unique asset for Orland Park. The Village, the Foundation, and the Orland Park Open Lands Corporation, in 
association with the Stellwagen Family, have built a strong foundation through past planning efforts in order for the Stellwagen Family Farm to 
become a beacon for the community and ultimately improve residents’ quality of life. RATIO would like the opportunity to assist with the next 
phase of the process to arrive at a unique planning solution for the Stellwagen Family Farm. 

Multi-disciplined Experience
The vision, mission and foundation’s goals of education, sustainability, and interpreting history resonate deeply with us. Our design practice 
- spanning over 30 years - is rooted in historic preservation, a particular area of interest for our founder and principals. As a multidisciplinary 
firm, RATIO offers design services in architecture, historic preservation, interior design, landscape architecture, urban design and planning, and 
graphic design. We are able to draw on our experience with multiple project types to address the many components of a 60-acre master plan. 

A Unique Approach
RATIO values its role in helping people connect with their community. We understand the importance of listening and know it’s the critical 
first step in helping to shape your vision. We listen to your goals, values and budget and then translate that vision into a distinctive, functional 
solution unique to your organization. To that end, we have created a series of deliverables that can support the Village of Orland Park and The 
Stellwagen Family Farm in achieving its fiscal and mission-based goals. RATIO has successfully delivered numerous Master Planning documents 
and understands the level of effort and financial resources associated with their completion and implementation. To address the priorities of the 
Foundation and Village, we propose a flexible process that includes the right deliverables at the right time to facilitate a successful outcome for 
your community. 

We look forward to the opportunity to discuss our unique approach to this project and our menu of options and deliverables with you in more 
detail. We understand every community defines success in its own way. RATIO would like to work with you to establish the plan and program 
appropriate for this unique asset to the Orland Park community.

Sincerely,
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RATIO is a multidisciplinary design practice offering services in architecture, 

preservation, interior design, landscape architecture, urban design and 

planning, and graphic design. Since our founding in 1982, the firm has 

partnered with a diverse list of clients and gained a wealth of experience in 

the education, community, life sciences, workplace, lifestyle and cultural 

marketplaces.

After 33 years, RATIO has evolved to a firm of more than 100 designers and 

administrative staff. The firm’s four studio locations in Indianapolis, IN; 

Champaign, IL; Raleigh, NC; and Chicago, IL allow our team of design 

professionals to cross geographic boundaries and provide a high level of 

architectural design excellence to clients throughout the country.

RATIO values its role in helping people connect with their community. We 

understand the importance of listening and know it’s the critical first step in 

helping to shape your design vision. We listen to your goals, values and 

budget and then translate that vision into a distinctive, functional solution 

unique to your organization.

As urban planning continues to draw interest and renewed commitment from 

municipalities across the nation, our urban planning and design studio is well 

positioned to help communities meet these unique challenges. Our team has 

the experience and skills to artfully produce solutions that realize the 

maximum value from a community’s investment.

CONTACT

455 North Cityfront Plaza Drive, Suite 1800, Chicago, IL 60611 / 312.465.2359

RATIOarchitects.com

U
R

BA
N

 D
ES

IG
N

 +
 P

LA
N

N
IN

G RATIO has worked on 
numerous community 
projects throughout 
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solutions that connect 
people to the places 
in which they live, 
work and play, and 
to each other.  With 
a deep appreciation 
for the nuances that 
make each place 
unique, our team uses 
a holistic approach to 
make sure that future 
visions of growth and 
continued prosperity 
can be realized.





UNDERSTANDING OF REQUEST
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Project Understanding
In an effort to preserve a community asset and celebrate its agricultural and cultural legacy, The Village of 

Orland Park and Stellwagen Family Foundation are interested in the creation of a Master Plan and educational 

program for a 60 acre heritage farm in the Grasslands Planning District. This property commemorates the 

Village’s agricultural history and contributions to the region’s agricultural economy. The Village’s goal is 

to preserve open space for the community and history of Orland Park. The property is intended to improve 

residents’ quality of life through agricultural education and conservation efforts in a demonstration farm setting. 

The Stellwagen Family Farm provides an opportunity to celebrate and preserve the agricultural and cultural 

heritage of rural Cook County’s past. The Farm can bring to life that past in a re-imagined, interactive and 

engaging way that emphasizes sustainability, land stewardship and creating a healthy natural environment for 

visitors and tourists. The Farm will maintain the mission and vision of the Stellwagen Family by maintaining a 

place of beauty and inspiration in Orland Park by interpreting history, producing local food and providing outdoor 

recreation and educational opportunities. 

Our team will build on the past efforts of the farm and will bring to life the goals of the Foundation by:

-  �Incorporating past plans and studies, including the 2013 Village of Orland Park Comprehensive Plan- 

specifically goals related to open space and parks;  recreation; community and culture; and sustainability and 

stewardship.

-�  �Increase opportunities for visitors to learn more about farming practices, community history and agricultural 

management.

-  ��Identify programs and activities for the Farm that will provide a sustainable fiscal base, demonstrate 

community commitment and provide educational opportunities in the community.

-  ��Implement a sustainably-focused demonstration farm that leverages the area’s cultural, environmental and 

educational resources.

To accomplish this goal, we have created a series of deliverables that can support the Village of Orland Park and 

The Stellwagen Family Farm in achieving its fiscal and mission-based goals. We understand that it is important 

to the Foundation to develop a financial strategy that covers operational, maintenance and management related 

expenses. This budget will also include annual income from programming and agricultural products. Building 

social capital and creating a robust membership, sponsor and volunteer base will be important to the long-term 

success of the Farm. We will address this challenge in our approach and deliverables in section D.  





CONSULTANT’S RELEVANT QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE





STELLWAGEN FAMILY FARM //  MASTER PL AN  | 13

Project Director

Lesley Roth
AIA, NCARB, LEED AP

RATIO

Stellwagen
Family Farm

Master Plan

Principal in Charge

John Jackson
ASLA, LEED AP

RATIO

Economic Development 
Specialist

Matt Rueff
CEDF

RATIO

Landscape Architect

Craig Glazier
ASLA

RATIO

Organizational Chart



PROJECT LEADERSHIP

As a principal and the discipline leader for the landscape architecture 
and urban design discipline, John oversees the design process and 
management of the project team. An industry expert, John understands 
the signifi cant impact that a compelling and engaging urban design can 
have on its community, recognizing that enhancing urban quality and 
character can be a key factor in retaining and growing new companies 
and talent.

An advocate of place making, John oversees his team through 
comprehensive planning and design phases that emphasize combining 
art and design to produce quality, user-friendly spaces. Recognizing the 
complex challenges and multi-tiered objectives that emerge during the 
urban design process, John works to design spaces that are unique, 
comfortable and memorable.

EDUCATION & REGISTRATION

– Univ. of Illinois / Urbana-Champaign, IL / Bachelor of   
Landscape Architecture

– Lacy Leadership Association / Leadership Education and Development 
– Registered Landscape Architect, State of IN / NC / KY / IL
– How to Turn a Place Around: A Training Course on Creating Successful 

Public Spaces / New York
– The Ecology of Urban Soils: Designing and Managing Soils for the 

Living Landscape/ American Phytopathological Society / Minnesota
– Place Making II: Developing Town Centers, Transit Villages & Main 

Streets Conference / Urban Land Institute / California
– LEED Accredited Professional

COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP
& PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

– Vice Chair, The Indianapolis Parks Foundation
– Member, American Society of Landscape Architects
– Member, Project for Public Spaces
– Member, National Trust for Historic Preservation

PRESENTATIONS & PUBLICATIONS
– Community Branding Workshop: Putting Your Town to Work, Guest 

Speaker, Raleigh Center for Architecture 2013
– Placemaking and Design-Based Planning, Guest Speaker, Indiana 

Municipal Management Association, 2013

PRINCIPAL IN CHARGE | LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT

JOHN D. JACKSON
ASLA, LEED AP

RELEVANT EXPERIENCE

Kennekuk Trail Vision Plan
Urbana, IL

UIUC Allerton Park & Retreat 
Center Master Plan
Urbana-Champaign, IL

Museum of Grand Prairie 
Feasibility Study
Mahomet, IL

Mulberry Fields Park
Zionsville, IN

Georgia Street Enhancements
Indianapolis, IN
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PROJECT LEADERSHIP

In her 15 year career, Lesley has been responsible for project 
management, project design and direction, client contact and public 
process facilitation on a variety of architecture and planning projects. 
She has experience in a full range of architecture and planning 
project types and scales. Her professional training and practice 
include both domestic and international experience with an emphasis 
on public engagement, liveable communities and sustainable design. 

Lesley is an active member of the Congress for New Urbanism and 
has shared her industry-leading knowledge as an adjunct professor at 
the Illinois Institute of Technology’s Department of Architecture. 

EDUCATION & REGISTRATION

– University of Illinois at Chicago / Master of Planning and Policy
– University of Oregon / Bachelor of Architecture
– Registered Architect, State of IL
– NCARB Certifi ed
– LEED Accredited Professional

COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP

& PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

– Member: American Institute of Architects
– Member: American Planning Association
– National Organization of Minority Architects
– Lambda Alpha International, 2011-present
–  Board Member: Congress for New Urbanism - Illinois Chapter, 

2007-Present
– President: Congress for the New Urbanism - Illinois Chapter, 2013
– University of Illinois at Chicago College of Urban Planning and 

Policy Alumni Association, Chicago, Illinois

RELEVANT EXPERIENCE

Tortenson Center   
Market Brochure*
Springfield, IL

Comprehensive Plan*
City of Prospect Heights, IL

Transit-Oriented Development 
Plan*
Barrington, IL

James River Confluence*
Richmond, VA

Transit-Oriented Dev. Plan*
Marengo, IL

Downtown Master Plan & Mixed-
use Development*
Lockport, IL

Brownfield Redevelopment*
Markham, IL

PROJECT DIRECTOR

LESLEY ROTH
AIA, NCARB, LEED AP

* Experience prior to joining RATIO.



PROJECT LEADERSHIP

Craig plays many roles on RATIO’s team, from project director to 
project designer and even illustrator. A team player and collaborative 
thinker, he draws on his more than 20 years of experience in design 
communication and consensus building to deliver compelling and 
engaging landscape environments. 

Throughout his career, Craig has been passionate about design 
solutions that environmentally, socially and aesthetically “fi t” their 
surroundings. This pursuit requires a design process that seeks 
balance among a wide range of infl uences, resulting in the creation 
of places that resonate with the energy and vitality that ultimately 
makes them livable and sustainable.

EDUCATION & REGISTRATION

-  Ball State University / Muncie, IN /    
Bachelor of Landscape Architecture

- Registered Landscape Architect, States of IN, IL and MI

COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP & PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

- Member, American Society of Landscape Architects
- Member, Indiana Park and Recreation Association
- Member, Hancock County Area Plan Commission, 2011 to present
- Vice President, Hancock County Board of Zoning Appeals, 2006 to  
 2010
-  Board of Directors, Edelweiss House Inc. Foster Care Community, 

2002 to 2005
- Vice President, Fortville Park Board, 2001 to 2002
- Adjunct Faculty, Ball State University, 1998 to 1999

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT

CRAIG G. GLAZIER
ASLA

RELEVANT EXPERIENCE

Lakefront District Gateways
Hobart, IN

3rd Street Streetscape
Hobart, IN

61st Avenue Gateway
Hobart, IN

DDI Enhancements
Cornelius, NC

Illinois Street Corridor*
Carmel, IN

Campus Gateway  
University of Southern Indiana*
Evansville, IN

Anderson Gateway - Fountains*
Anderson, IN

* Experience prior to joining RATIO.
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PROJECT LEADERSHIP

As RATIO’s Senior Development Specialist, Matt works with a variety 
of internal disciplines to provide economic development expertise on a 
diverse array of project types.

Experienced in residential, commercial and industrial projects, his work 
focuses on economic and market studies, project feasibility analysis, 
public fi scal impact statements, brownfi eld redevelopment, Tax 
Increment Finance plans, and related redevelopment project fi nancial 
planning and management.

Matt also offers expertise in project management, and has led 
negotiations with state and federal regulatory and fi nancial assistance 
agencies to secure “win-win” solutions on behalf of local governments, 
not-for-profi ts, and businesses.

EDUCATION & REGISTRATION

– Indiana University-Purdue University / Indianapolis, IN / Master of 
Public Administration

– University of Notre Dame / Notre Dame, IN / Graduate Study, School 
of Business

– Grinnell College / Grinnell, IA / Bachelor of Arts in Political Science
– Certifi ed Economic Development Finance Professional (CEDF)
– Certifi ed Project Manager 

COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP
& PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

– International Economic Development Council
– Indiana Economic Development Association
– Indiana Association of Cities and Towns
– Indiana Association of Counties
– Indiana Association of Regional Planning Councils
– Westside Community Development Corporation Board Member, 

2012-present
– Westminster Neighborhood Ministers Board Member, 2008-present 

SENIOR DEVELOPMENT SPECIALIST

MATTHEW RUEFF
CEDF
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YEAR
2012

SERVICES
Market Analysis
Public Financing Tools
Public-Private Partnership
  Facilitation

CLIENT
City of Durham, NC
 

CHALLENGE Understanding the most efficient and effective way to roll 
out the City of Durham’s 45 unit, mixed-income Southside 
neighborhood redevelopment project.

A local and regional housing market analysis was used 
to best judge ideal price points, an effective balance of 
affordable vs. market-rate product, as well as the demand 
for townhome product.  DCI utilized its own experience with 
the Martindale on the Monon project in Indianapolis to offer 
guidance relative to implementation and financing.

The Study found that there was an ability to offer a higher 
price point and percentage of market-rate units, which could 
be used to underwrite the costs of providing affordable 
units.  The Study also recommended that key parcels of land 
be acquired to enhance the development effort, and that 
the City should request specific local builders to offer the 
product type most desired by the market.

The Southside neighborhood initiative is well underway, with 
additional parcels acquired, market-rate builders secured, 
and initial phases of new houses set to be constructed in 
2014.

PROCESS

SOLUTION

RESULTS

MARKET STUDY FOR HOUSING INVESTMENT
DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA

Credit: Haden Stanziale

RELEVANT EXPERIENCE

Market Analysis
Pinehurst, NC

Comprehensive Plan
Riverdale, IL

Elkhart Senior Housing Study*
Elkhart, IN

Market Study for
Housing Investment*
Durham, NC 

Downtown Revitalization Plan
Madison, IN

Waukegan Master Plan*
Waukegan, IL

Huntingburg Revitalization Plan
Huntingburg, IN

UNWA Neighborhood Plan
Indianapolis, IN

* Experience prior to joining RATIO.



Illinois Conservation 
Foundation
Springfield, IL

YEAR: 2013

CONTACT:  Bill Cullerton

PHONE:   217.785.2003

In an effort to increase the educational outreach of the Torstenson Center, a marketing 
document was created which identifi ed sponsorship opportunities for the improvement 
of educational programming, site design and buildings. The document included 
proposed improvements over a 5-year time horizon, coordinated with annual fundraising 
goals. Partnership opportunities and core program elements were highlighted. 

Torstenson Center is located in northwestern Illinois in the Village of Pecatonica. 
The site’s 750 acre classroom offers diverse habitats and amenities that facilitate 
sustainable education, ecological research and recreational activities. Some of the 
site’s current facilities include: meeting and conference space in an 11,500 square feet 
log cabin, a 6 person bunkhouse, primitive camping and a 5,000 sq. ft. learning center, 
accommodating groups up to 200. The land is protected in its natural environment and 
maintained by the Illinois Conservation Foundation to cultivate future environmental 
stewards and foster responsible youth engagement and education. The Torstenson 
Center is open and free for all kids to learn, grow and fi nd adventure.

*This project is part of Lesley Roth’s experience prior to her affiliation with RATIO.
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THE GROUNDS

Academics
Volunteers
Naturalists
Conservationists

DUCK MARSH

EXPERIENTIAL EDUCATION

LOG HOUSE

BIODIVERSITY INVENTORY

SCHOOL PROGRAMS

WHAT WE DO
Wildlife Management
Conservation Education
Sustainable Strategies
Study Illinois’ Biodiversity
Camping 
Recreational Activities
Mentorship & School Programs
Explore Possibilities

WHO WE ARE
Educators
Environmentalists
Mentors
Youth Group Leaders

Academics
Volunteers
Naturalists
Conservationists

ABOUT US
Torstenson Center is located in northwestern Illinois in the
Village of Pecatonica. The site’s 750 acre classroom offers
diverse habitats and amenities that facilitate sustainable
education, ecological research and recreational activities.
Some of the site’s current facilities include: meeting and
conference space in an 11,500 square feet log cabin, a 6
person bunkhouse, primitive camping and a 5,000 sq. ft.
learning center, accommodating groups up to 200. The
land is protected in its natural environment and maintained
by the Illinois Conservation Foundation to cultivate future
environmental stewards and foster responsible youth
engagement and education. The Torstenson Center is
open and free for all kids to learn, grow and find adventure.
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education, ecological research and recreational activities.
Some of the site’s current facilities include: meeting and
conference space in an 11,500 square feet log cabin, a 6
person bunkhouse, primitive camping and a 5,000 sq. ft.
learning center, accommodating groups up to 200. The
land is protected in its natural environment and maintained
by the Illinois Conservation Foundation to cultivate future
environmental stewards and foster responsible youth
engagement and education. The Torstenson Center is
open and free for all kids to learn, grow and find adventure.
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LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

Named after Kennekuk, the “Kickapoo Prophet” who served as leader of the Kickapoo 
in Illinois until 1834, the Vision for the Kennekuk Trail is to create a 24 mile linear park 
linking the communities of Urbana, St. Joseph, Ogden, Fithian, Muncie, Oakwood and 
Danville - ultimately connecting to the 2,482 -acre Kickapoo State Park.  

Along the way, trail users will enjoy a wide variety of experiences, including long 
stretches of shaded, relatively flat graded and easily negotiable aggregate path through 
agricultural fields, trail heads organized around the architecture of the agri-business 
industry, interpretive signage describing the ecology and history of the area, and cafes 
and shopping in the downtowns  of each community along the route.  

The experience will culminate by soaring through the tree tops over the Middle Fork of 
the Vermilion River on the breathtaking 1100 foot long historic railroad trestle.

RATIO created the Vision Plan as a community service with the goal of putting a 
consortium of conservation organizations in a position to advocate for the trail and to 
have materials with which to raise funds.

Champaign County 
Design and Conservation 
Foundation
Urbana, IL

YEAR: 2013

CONTACT: Tim Bartlett

PHONE:    217.344.9583
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The Museum of The Grand Prairie resides within Lake of the Woods Park in Champaign 
County, Illinois. In 2007, the Champaign County Forest Preserve District selected RATIO 
to guide them through a collaborative design process that would establish a new vision 
for the facility.

Through a series of workshops, RATIO assisted the Forest Preserve District in 
understanding how the Museum could grow, how the adjacent botanical gardens 
could be reinvented to better support environmental education, and how the ideals of 
sustainable design could be woven throughout the new facility.

ARCHITECTURE / LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
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Champaign County  
Forest Preserve District
Mahomet, IL

YEAR: 2007

CONTACT:  Dan Olson

PHONE: 217.586.3360
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GRAPHIC DESIGN 

Champaign County 
Forest Preserve District
Mahomet, IL

YEAR: 2009

CONTACT: Gerald Pagac

PHONE:   217.586.3360

The Museum of The Grand Prairie resides within Lake of The Woods Park in 
Champaign County, Illinois. In 2007, the Champaign County Forest Preserve District 
selected RATIO to guide them through a collaborative design process that would 
establish a new vision for the facility. Through a series of workshops, RATIO assisted 
the Forest Preserve District in understanding how the Museum could grow, how 
the adjacent botanical gardens could be reinvented to better support environmental 
education, and how the ideals of sustainable design could be woven throughout 
the new facility. This booklet was used as a tool to gain funding for the project.
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MUSEUM OF THE GRAND PRAIRIE_MAHOMET, ILLINOIS

Courtyard Ramp Experience

Courtyard Entry Bridge Wildlife Viewing Area

Museum Lower Level GalleryCourtyard Arrival Experience

PART 4:  MoGP 2010 MASTER PLAN

MUSEUM OF THE GRAND PRAIRIE_MAHOMET, ILLINOIS

Courtyard Ramp Experience

Courtyard Entry Bridge Wildlife Viewing Area

Museum Lower Level GalleryCourtyard Arrival Experience

PART 4:  MoGP 2010 MASTER PLAN

MUSEUM OF THE GRAND PRAIRIE_MAHOMET, ILLINOIS

PROGRAM WORK AREA
EXISTING FACILITY 

COLLECTION & STORAGE
1,000 SQ. FT.

COLLECTION HOLDING AREA
1,400 SQ. FT.

STORAGE
400 SQ. FT.

MEN’S
140 SQ. FT.

WOMEN’S
140 SQ. FT.

EQUIPMENT SUPPORT
750 SQ. FT.

MAIN GALLERY
750 SQ. FT.

LOWER LEVEL  
CONNECTOR

ELEVATOR

STAIR

STAIR

MAIN GALLERY
3400 SQ. FT.

OUTDOOR GALLERY
3500 SQ. FT.

RAMP TO GARDEN

WATER FEATURE

TEMPORARY GALLERY
500 SQ. FT. RAMP OVERLOOK

TO WATER FEATURE

OUTDOOR WILDLIFE AREA
3000 SQ. FT.

WILDLIFE GALLERY
900 SQ. FT.

STORAGE
150 SQ. FT.

SEATING AREA (GROTTO)
700 SQ. FT.

ADMINISTRATION
EXISTING FACILITY 

COLLECTION & STORAGE
1,000 SQ. FT.

LOADING & STORAGE

STAIR

MEN’S
200 SQ. FT.

WOMEN’S
200 SQ. FT.

COAT ROOM
150 SQ. FT.

GIFT SHOP & STORAGE
800 SQ. FT.

STAIR

LOWER LEVEL  
CONNECTOR

THEATER/COOKING

OPEN TO BELOW
MODIFIED STAIR &  

EXISTING GALLERY OVERLOOK

LIBRARY RESOURCE CENTER
500 SQ. FT.

MULTI-PURPOSE ROOM
1,000 SQ. FT.

ELEVATOR

WALKWAY TO 
GARDEN

INFORMATION

CLASSROOM  
WITH STORAGE

MUSEUM ENTRY
ENTRY BRIDGE

TO MUSEUM

FLOORPLAN - MAIN LEVEL FLOORPLAN - LOWER LEVEL

PART 4:  MoGP 2010 MASTER PLAN

MUSEUM OF THE GRAND PRAIRIE_MAHOMET, ILLINOIS

MoGP



In 1946, legendary philanthropist Robert Allerton gave 1600 acres of his estate to the 
University of Illinois, including natural areas, formal gardens, his private residence and a 
portion of farmland. In the preceding 50 years, Allerton had restored woodlands, natural 
areas, and prairies and created the formal gardens based on the belief that through 
nature, art could embrace and surround every human. 

The Master Plan for Allerton Park and Retreat Center will serve as a guide for 
anticipated future renovation, restoration and development to meet identified program 
needs. As part of the effort, the Master Plan provides a roadmap for orderly and 
sustainable growth, including phasing recommendations, high-level cost estimates and 
fund raising materials.

A major goal of the Master Plan is to assist the University in integrating existing 
and proposed functions of the park into a cohesive and prioritized plan, organized 
around four main components: the Gardens, the Natural Areas, the Mansion and the 
Infrastructure. 

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE / URBAN PLANNING + DESIGN
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University of Illinois
Urbana-Champaign, IL

YEAR: 2014

ACRES: 1,600

CONTACT: Kevin Duff

PHONE: 217.244.0344

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE / URBAN DESIGN + PLANNING / GRAPHIC DESIGN

City of Hobart
Hobart, IN

YEAR: 2012

CONTACT: Denarie Kane

PHONE: 219.942.5517

The City of Hobart completed a downtown master plan in 2012. Part of the master plan 
advised the development of gateways and distinct brands for the City as well as their 
Lakefront District.

RATIO led the community through the process of creating a new brand that would 
serve as the graphic identity of the City. Three options were proposed for review 
and feedback, and ultimately one preferred option was refi ned and approved as the 
fi nal graphic. The brand is being studied now for ways to incorporate it into several 
levels of district and community identifi cation signage. The brand expresses the City’s 
lakefront address, iconic clock tower and historic architecture. Gateway elements will 
be composed of brick and steel, honoring the region’s role in producing these critical 
building materials. 
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LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE / URBAN DESIGN + PLANNING / GRAPHIC DESIGN

City of Hobart
Hobart, IN

YEAR: 2012

CONTACT: Denarie Kane

PHONE: 219.942.5517

The City of Hobart completed a downtown master plan in 2012. Part of the master plan 
advised the development of gateways and distinct brands for the City as well as their 
Lakefront District.

RATIO led the community through the process of creating a new brand that would 
serve as the graphic identity of the City. Three options were proposed for review 
and feedback, and ultimately one preferred option was refi ned and approved as the 
fi nal graphic. The brand is being studied now for ways to incorporate it into several 
levels of district and community identifi cation signage. The brand expresses the City’s 
lakefront address, iconic clock tower and historic architecture. Gateway elements will 
be composed of brick and steel, honoring the region’s role in producing these critical 
building materials. 
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GRAPHIC DESIGN

Eastern Illinois University
Charleston, IL

YEAR:   Ongoing

CONTACT: Adam Ratcliff

PHONE:     317.633.4040 

In 2009, Eastern Illinois University hired RATIO to create a master plan for 
the University’s athletic fields and facilities. Knitting together the academic 
and athletic campuses, the master plan will enhance the student-athlete and 
fan experience by improving existing assets and also creating new facilities. 
Included in the plan are the basketball arena; football stadium; track facility; 
an indoor practice facility; a golf practice facility; soccer, baseball, and softball 
fields; lighted tennis courts; a student-athlete performance center; new outdoor 
restroom and concession facility; and outdoor gathering areas and parking. The 
plan will also provide the University with a growth strategy for the future.

In addition to the planning work, RATIO helped the University craft capital 
campaign materials that were packaged together and given to attendees 
at a major athletics department fundraising event. The materials were also 
developed into a short video that can be shown during individual donor 
meetings, or to large groups. To view a copy of the video, or to see examples 
of the capital campaign materials online, visit www.EIUpanthers.com/sports.

AT
H

LE
TI

C
S 

M
A

ST
ER

 P
LA

N
 C

A
PI

TA
L 

C
A

M
PA

IG
N

 G
R

A
PH

IC
S

Stewardship
of Existing

Assets Uniting
Athletic &
Academic
Campus

Athletics
Strategic

Plan

Sustainable
Mindset

Additional
Community
& Student
Benefits

Create
Inviting

& Impressive
Arrival

Intercollegiate
Athletics
Facilities

Master Plan

Maximize
Athlete & Fan
Experience

Flexible
Facilities

Development

EIU’s BLUEPRINT for Success...
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A campaign for 

Eastern 
Illinois
University 
Athletics
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WAYS TO GIVE...

Planned Giving Benefits:

- Tax deduction with partial tax-free income

- Transfer opportunities (land, assets) at zero tax to family

- Eliminate estate tax and reduce gift tax to children

- Defer income

Gifts of Stock:

“...Gifts of stock create a ‘win-win’. Panther Club wins because 

they receive a gift and we win because our stock purchase 

results in a personal tax deduction.”

                   Larry & Martha Drake, Panther Club members

Estate Gifts:

“I want the young men and women who may not have the 

means to continue their education to be given the same 

opportunity I had.”

                   Roger Sorensen ’49, EIU Tennis

“One person making a difference to the EIU 

Women’s Basketball Program.”

                   M
ichael Chron ’86, Retired EIU Professor

A campaign for 

Eastern 
Illinois
University 
Athletics
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Located in Zionsville, Indiana, Mulberry Fields is the community’s fl agship park. 
Designed by RATIO, the park’s 38 acres feature a large skate park, biking and walking 
trails, a splash park, picnic shelters, restroom facilities, basketball courts, a meandering 
man-made stream, lighted athletic fi elds and a sledding hill. 

Mulberry Fields also features large expanses of upland and wet mesic native prairie. 
In an effort to educate the park’s visitors about how native plants found in the prairie 
slow the degradation of the Earth’s biodiversity, RATIO created permanent informational 
signage displayed in the heart of the park’s activity. Through colorful graphics and easily-
understood copywriting, Zionsville residents can learn how plants like Conefl ower, False 
Sunfl ower and Liatris found throughout the park clean and absorb water, provide habitat 
and create an inviting plant landscape year round. 

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE / GRAPHIC DESIGN
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Town of Zionsville
Zionsville, IN

YEAR: 2010

CONTACT: Al Smith

PHONE:   317.733.2273

LEARN MORE

This area of Mulberry Fields Park may appear unkempt, but 
a very special process is taking place – a prairie is in progress! 
During the summer of 2007, approximately 16 acres of the park 
were seeded with native plants. In contrast to traditional grass 
lawn or “turf,” it takes native prairie several years to become 
established. 

During the establishment period, prairies are maintained to 
eradicate invasive plant species. This process involves selective 

application of herbicides and periodic mowing. Once the prairie 
is established, the native plants choke out invasive plant species 
and maintenance becomes less intensive.  

The best way to maintain a mature prairie planting is to periodically 
execute a controlled burn. This is done very carefully in the early 
spring by trained personnel. The prairie can also be mowed in 
the early spring, but a controlled burn is the most effective way 
to eradicate invasive plant species.

Wild Bergamot
Mondarda Fistulosa

Showy Goldenrod
Solidago Speciosa

Purple Coneflower
Echinacea Purpurea

False Sunflower
Heliopsis Helianthoides

Dense Blazing Star
Liatris Spicata
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WHAT YOU 
MAY FIND IN 
A  TYPICAL
PRAIRIE...

American Goldfinch
Spinus Tristis

Northern Cardinal
Cardinalis Cardinalis

Red-winged Blackbird
Agelaius Phoeniceous

Song Sparrow
Melospiza Melodia

Yellow form 
Eastern Tiger Swallowtail
Papilio Glaucus

Viceroy Butterfly
Limenitis Archippus

Honey Bee
Apis Mellifera

Common Darter Dragonfly
Sympetrum Striolatum 

The vast majority of a prairie plant’s biomass is underground. That’s why these plants are so good at erosion control, 
water absorption and invasive plant species control. The prairie plant’s deep roots also allow them to survive controlled 

burns. Compare the root systems of these prairie plants with the root system of a typical turf lawn (at far left). 

Root Systems
of Prairie Plants

Kentucky
Blue Grass

Poa Pratensis

Lead Plant
Amorpha
Canesens

Missouri
Goldenrod
Solidago

Missouriensis

Indian Grass
Sorghastrum

Nutans

Compass
Plant

Silphium
Laciniatum

Porcupine Grass
Stipa

Spartea

Heath
Aster
Aster

Ericoides

Prairie
Cord Grass
Spartina
Pectinata

Big
Bluestem

Andropogon
Gerardii

Pale
Purple

Cornflower
Echinacea

Pallida

Prairie
Dropseed

Sporobolus
Heterolepis Side Oates

Gramma
Bouteloua

Curtipendula

False
Boneset
Kuhnia

Eupatorioides

Switch Grass
Panicum Virgatum

White
Wild Indigo
Baptisia

Leucantha

Little
Blue Stem

Andropogon
Scoparius

Purple
Prairie
Clover

Petalostemum 
Purpureum

June
Grass

Koeleria
Cristata

Cylinidric
Blazing Star

Liatris
Cylindracea Buffalo

Grass
Buchloe

Dactyloides

Rosin Weed
Silphium 

IntegrifoliumWhy Was the
Prairie Planted?
Although it takes several years for prairie to become mature, the result is well worth 
the wait. There are many benefits to planting a prairie!

PRAIRIES ARE HEALTHIER FOR ZIONSVILLE  
Mature prairies require little chemical maintenance. While occasional, very limited 
application of herbicides may be prudent, prairies eventually become so dense that 
they shade out invasive plant species. Native root systems are also so thick and 
fibrous that it is difficult for invasive plant species to establish themselves.

PRAIRIES CLEAN AND ABSORB WATER
Because native plants have such deep root systems, a prairie is like a giant sponge 
that retains, absorbs and transpires water. This means that less water leaves 
the park and reduces the possibility of downstream flooding. The water that flows 
to and through a prairie is cleansed of pollutants that would otherwise end up 
downstream.

PRAIRIES PROVIDE HABITAT
Native plant areas are a source of pollen and cover for many insects. One of the 
prairie’s most amazing qualities is the sound they make. In turn, insects provide a 
source of food for birds, bats and other wildlife, making prairies an important part of 
a healthy ecosystem. Several of the most common prairie inhabitants are depicted 
here. How many can you spot?

PRAIRIES ARE BEAUTIFUL
Turf lawn presents a monochromatic appearance, little textural variation and 
doesn’t flower. In contrast, a prairie is constantly changing color and shape. Taller 
plants swell and dance in the wind, creating a sense of energy and emotion.  In 
the summer, native flowers like Coneflower, False Sunflower and Liatris burst 
with brilliance. During the fall and winter months, the golden hues of the dormant 
grasses glow in the sunlight, seed heads become illuminated in the early morning 
and late afternoon, and the complex textures created by the wide diversity of plants 
offer a constantly changing show. 

Contact the
Zionsville Park and
Recreation Department
or the
Indiana Department of Natural Resources

Big Bluestem Andropogon Gerardii
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GRAPHIC DESIGN

University of Illinois
Urbana-Champaign, IL

YEAR:  2009

CONTACT:  Jill Maxey

PHONE:    217.244.0742

Originally designed in 1922, Huff Hall serves as the home for UIUC’s College of Applied Health 
Sciences.  All departments in the College of Applied Health Sciences share a common goal: to 
build a better world. The new 24,000 sq. ft. Huff Hall North Addition will provide the resources 
needed to enhance the College’s interdisciplinary research, educational programs and public 
outreach programs locally and nationally. In addition, the North Addition’s historic design will 
complete the original architect’s vision for the building.

Apart from selecting RATIO’s architectural and landscape architectural services, The College 
of Applied Health Sciences also hired the firm’s graphic design discipline to develop a series 
of capital campaign materials that educate the university community, alumni and friends 
about the North Addition’s impact. To accomplish this, RATIO created a Web-based interactive 
presentation, environmental signage and brochure that clearly illustrate the College’s 
overarching goal of improving the lives of individuals, families and communities.

H
U

FF
 H

A
LL

 C
A

PI
TA

L 
C

A
M

PA
IG

N
 G

R
A

PH
IC

S



STELLWAGEN FAMILY FARM //  MASTER PL AN  | 27

Indiana’s historic county courthouses form one of the state’s most distinctive and varied 
architectural and cultural legacies. They are the physical manifestation of Hoosier 
patriotism, optimism, civic pride, and economic prosperity. Often the most recognizable 
building in their respective counties, Indiana’s historic courthouses remain active centers 
of local government and justice. Despite the great signifi cance of these buildings, the 
threats of demolition and deterioration through deferred and improper maintenance 
remain a constant concern.

The Indiana Courthouse Preservation Advisory Commission (CPAC) was created in 2008 
to provide technical assistance, education, and advocacy related to the preservation 
of Indiana’s historic county courthouses. Through a competitive, qualifi cations-based 
selection process, RATIO was chosen to provide a report on the condition of Indiana’s 
historic courthouses. The fi nal document, which will serve as a guide for county offi cials 
in planning for the maintenance and restoration of historic courthouses, was presented 
to the Indiana General Assembly, identifying the CPAC’s fi ndings and recommendations.

PRESERVATION / GRAPHIC DESIGN
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Courthouse Preservation
Advisory Commission
State of Indiana

YEAR: 2011

CONTACT:  James Glass

PHONE: 317.232.3492



GRAPHIC DESIGN

Central Indiana Land Trust
Indianapolis, IN

YEAR: 2009

CONTACT:  Heather Bacher

PHONE:   317.631.5263

The Central Indiana Land Trust, an Indianapolis-based land conservation organization, 
selected to RATIO to provide graphic design services for “Greening the Crossroads – A 
Green Infrastructure Vision for Central Indiana.” The purpose of the report was to 
communicate the design of a Green Infrastructure network for Central Indiana.

Green Infrastructure refers to a network of natural and ecologically signifi cant lands and 
waterways that together support the health of a community through providing wildlife 
habitat, recreational opportunities, clean drinking water and the scenic heritage of a 
place. The intent of the report was to provide an easy-to-understand guide that explains 
the overall mission of green infrastructure and highlight its specifi c applications to 
Central Indiana. The report’s design supports this goal through well-organized pages 
featuring rich illustrations and detailed maps RATIO’s creative communications team 
created specifi cally for the report.
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In the fall of 2005, the City of Greenfi eld sought to develop a new park unlike any other 
in its system. The master plan for the park envisioned a balance of active and passive 
spaces in a naturalized environment. Through a unique public/private partnership, the 
city leveraged the value of the property and a generous gift from community benefactor 
Martha Beckenholdt to garner a Land & Water Conservation Fund grant to fund the 
initial phase of development. Phase one included construction of a 1.5 acre pond, 12 
acres of short grass prairie, a parking area, shelter and perimeter trail loop.

In 2008, a City initiative gathered donations from local businesses and nonprofi t 
organizations coupled with tax-increment fi nancing to complete the park. Phase two 
improvements included the construction of the donor plaza, a dog park, four wetland 
access and fi shing piers, and tree plantings. Interpretive signs tell the park’s story, from 
the geologic and settlement history of the region to the site’s role in bird and butterfl y 
migration. The park opened to the public on August 1, 2009 and continues to play a 
unique role in the city’s park system. 

*This project is part of Craig Glazier’s experience prior to his affiliation with RATIO.

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
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Greenfield Parks
and Recreation
Greenfield, IN

YEAR: 2009

COSTS: $605,000

CONTACT: Tracy Doyle
 (former director)

PHONE:   224.383.7674

LEED Features
Applied



As part of the plan for the transformation of Georgia Street into a curb-less pedestrian 
corridor, similar to Indianapolis’ iconic Monument Circle, RATIO designed a series of 
narrative signs which highlight the area’s impact of the Wholesale District on downtown 
Indy at the turn of the century. The graphic panels go into detail telling the story of how 
the architecture, the railroad, the construction of modern roads, and the city’s street 
car line all factored into Georgia Street becoming one of Indianapolis’ main arteries of 
commerce in late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 

The narrative signage panels are fabricated from a durable, UV resistant high-pressure 
laminate substrate mounted to custom-fabricated stainless steel pedestals. The signs a 
located at both the east and west ends of the three block stretch of Georgia Street.

URBAN DESIGN & PLANNING / GRAPHIC DESIGN
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City of Indianapolis
Indianapolis, IN

YEAR: 2013

CONTACT: Mark Miles

PHONE: 317.638.2101
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GRAPHIC DESIGN

Urbana Park District
Urbana, IL

YEAR:   2010

CONTACT: Adam Ratcliff (RATIO)

PHONE:     317.633.4040

In March 2010, RATIO proposed a communications plan that aimed at engaging 
the Urbana, Illinois community in planning for a future outdoor aquatic facility 
located at Crystal Lake Park. The Urbana Parks District places a high value on 
the input of its user groups and believes it to be a crucial part of the planning 
process.

One of the plan’s tactics involved the creation of ad materials like posters, print 
advertisements and sidewalk graphics as a means to create awareness and 
excitement about the public input process. The playful, colorful designs married 
with the call to action embody the public’s sentiment as defi ned by focus group 
research, creates an engaging call to action that appeals to multiple user 
groups.
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CONCEPTS FOR THE MASTER PLAN



Project Approach
The project scope anticipates that the consultant provide a 

Master Plan, Curator’s Program and Operating Budget for 

the Stellwagen Family Farm. To address the priorities of the 

Foundation and Village, we propose a flexible process that 

includes the right deliverables at the right time to facilitate 

a successful development.  Each deliverable can be created 

individually or concurrently with other deliverables. 

Option 1: Marketing and Project Branding Document 

($10,000)

To assist with positioning the Farm for more intensive use 

and development, we propose the creation of a marketing 

document that can be used as a part of a strategy for corporate 

and local sponsorship and fundraising. The document will 

identify priority projects coordinated with a schedule for 

development of the Farm. In addition, the document would 

articulate the guiding mission and vision of the Farm to create 

this document we would conduct a half day workshop with 

project stakeholders. This workshop would include full group 

and break-out sessions to determine the project priorities of 

the group. In addition, we would determine the short- and 

long-term goals and projects for the Farm including associated 

capital costs and fundraising goals. Our team would create a 

full-color visualization that illustrated the complete build out 

and overall vision for the Farm for inclusion in the marketing 

documents.  

Branding the Farm and development of a unique identity for 

this important community amenity could help position the 

Farm for fundraising. This type of branding could capture the 

spirit, flavor and energy of the Stellwagen Farm. With input 

from Steering Committee focus groups and discussions with 

constituents, we will develop a document that reflects the 

mission and vision of the Farm. Our process is energizing, 

transformative and exciting. It comes together as a 

collaboration between our team and the Farm. Our approach to 

completing this task includes:

• �Conduct one (1) workshop with Farm leadership, 

stakeholders, and Village of Orland Park to unearth key 

information that will help our team hone in on relevant, 

compelling branding and identity elements.

• �Conduct discussions to clearly understand the measurable 

goals for the Farm; relative strengths, weaknesses, 

opportunities and threats; and vision for the future.

• �Present two (2) recommended layouts for the branding 

document.

In our experience, review of the phrases with key internal 

and external constituents is important to ensuring consensus 

on marketing strategies. The final deliverable will result in 

a marketing and branding package for the Farm can be used 

for fundraising purposes. An identity package for the Farm 

can be discussed as a part of this phase of the project, but is 

discussed at the end of this proposal.

Deliverable: Up to 12 page full-color document to be used for 

fundraising / community awareness campaign

Option 2: Design Guidelines ($20,000)

Design guidelines and standards will provide detail and 

communicate those design and master planning concepts in 

the preferred Master Plan. It will create a clear framework 

for development in the future and help shape a consistent 

vocabulary and identity for the campus.

Embedded in the Farm are shared interests and overlapping 

values. Improvement of the Farm through local investment in 

agricultural, educational and historical amenities, enhances 

the environment and creates a unique sense of place. Our 

team specializes in the integration of high quality, meaningful 

and integrated placemaking strategies for urban planning 

and landscape architecture projects. Overall land use and 

development patterns will be reviewed for consistency with 

the Village and Foundation’s goals of improving quality of life, 

ecological factors, pedestrian comfort, character, accessibility 

and land stewardship for area residents and tourists. Public 

realm enhancements and design guidelines have the ability 

to captivate the public imagination through cultural symbols, 

signature commemorative spaces, built form and intrinsic 

landscape beauty. We will establish a hierarchy of public 

realm improvement opportunities - including iconic, key 

nodal, way-finding, integrated and temporary responses - that 

will engage people with the physical, social and cultural 

spaces of the Farm and context of the community. We will 

consider innovative ways to integrate, and engage vistors 

within existing spaces. Our interest lies in activation of public 

space, communication of ideas, connection to the community 

and increased use/visitation to stimulate local economies. 

Design guidelines will create an overall cohesive character 

and image for the Farm in order to create a predictable public 

realm primarily by controlling physical form. Our goal is to 

assist in decision-making regarding how the establishment 

of an environment focused on agricultural education can be 

a catalyst to improving awareness of regional assets. Design 

guidelines will provide a framework for architectural and 

landscape elements.
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Deliverable: Design Guidelines Document

Option 3: Market Feasibility Study and Curator’s 

Program ($20,000)

The marketing and feasibility study will identify programs 

of activities that work for municipally operated farms and 

can be successfully implemented to earn revenue for the 

Farm’s educational and community programming.  RATIO will 

conduct a market analysis to demonstrate market feasibility 

for identified programs and activities. Strategies and 

priorities, again based upon market fundamentals, 

will be identified for the Farm. The assumptions 

associated with the analysis will be developed in 

tandem with Village and Foundation staff.

The market analysis will apply the data collected in from the 

Foundation, previous planning efforts and publicly available 

databases, to formulate recommendations to capitalize on 

emerging local opportunities and to enhance the Farm’s 

future economic health. Plan recommendations will address 

broader Farm-wide economic development strategies and 

will provide market-based approaches for operations, 

curatorial aspects, educational and community programming.  

In addition, we will create a five-year financial strategy 

covering farm lease management, husbandry management, 

crop selection and revenue, expected production yields and a 

pricing strategy.

Deliverable: Market Analysis, proposed educational curriculum

Option 4: Stellwagen Farm Master Plan ($50,000)

The RATIO team will coordinate the first three Options into 

Master Plan concept alternatives that refine key ideas. The 

Master Plan will be highly graphic and will include full color 

renderings of the selected concept alternative. During this 

working day, the project space will be open to community 

members who wish to stop by and observe the planning 

activities. At the end of this process, the RATIO team will 

present the results to the project stakeholders, Village 

and Farm leadership to define the content within the Draft 

Master Plan document. Potential contents of this document 

may include:

Building Assessment

The RATIO team, will assess existing structures on site 

and provide recommendations for their redevelopment, 

renovation or addition. We will create strategies for 

improvements to the existing structures on site and 

discuss opportunities for additional supportive structures 

with Foundation leadership. The RATIO team will make 
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recommendations on how the Village and Foundation can best 

utilize the land and buildings to support their mission and goals. 

Urban Design

Our approach towards Urban Design is iterative and 

inclusive. This process will be informed by our belief that the 

most successful places are authentic (rooted in their place), 

synchronous (the parts all work together), and electric (there 

is always something to do and a reason to come back). We 

intend to assist the Village and Foundation in the creation 

of a sustainable and unique place that is the centerpiece of 

community and a destination within the region.

A Living Farm

Our design vision is to provide a fusion of tradition, culture, 

sustainable best practices, green infrastructure and history 

to create a model demonstration farm in Orland Park. We 

will look at the site from a holistic viewpoint and will 

consider the site context, access and circulation. Our design 

aims to create an environment of exploration, education and 

celebration, while facilitating a fiscally positive economic 

development driver in the region. We will provide solutions 

to enhance connectivity and user experience within and 

around the Farm. We will explore ways to create a shared 

spaces that encourage interaction with the Farm’s unique 

assets. Our design goal is to create a place rather than an 

artifact. The team will explore options which will illustrate 

the desired improvements and redevelopment opportunities 

with enough detail to provide an estimate of probable cost.

Wayfinding, Branding and Identity

RATIO will explore ways to reinforce and strengthen 

the Farm’s brand identity beyond Option 1, through a 

gateway,  wayfinding and signage program. We will 

identify options for the size, color, shape, materials 

and general character of the identity and branding 

family of elements. RATIO staff will present the proposed 

family of elements for review and feedback and ultimately 

approval by Village and Foundation leadership. The products 

will be developed to a schematic level of design and would 

not yet be implementable without further definition of the 

wayfinding system and creation of construction documents 

that can be bid by fabricators

Public Participation Plan

Our team will facilitate 2 workshops with stakeholders, 

which would include the creation of design concepts for 

property. The goal of engagement of stakeholders would be 

to: 1) seek their input regarding the types of educational, 

conservation and agricultural opportunities that will have the 

most significant impact on enhancing the overall Farm; and 

2) provide input on the Master Plan framework which will be 

used to construct the budget, operations, management and 

implementation work program for the Farm. In addition, we 

would have key person interviews with project stakeholders 

to better understand their priorities for the property. 

Monthly project steering committee meetings would help 

guide the process and gain momentum for the Master Plan 

implementation.

Deliverable: Full Master Plan document including 

marketing and outreach, economic analysis, educational 

curriculum, operational budget and financing strategy
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PROPOSAL SUMMARY SHEET 

RFP #15‐007 ‐ Stellwagen Family Farm Master Plan 
Project Name 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this proposal as of date shown 
below. 

Organization Name:    ______________________________________________ 

Street Address:_______________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: _______________________________________________________ 

Contact Name:________________________________________________________ 

Phone:___________________________     Fax:_____________________________ 

E‐Mail address:_________________________________________

FEIN#:____________________________________ 

Signature of Authorized Signee:___________________________________________

Title:_________________________________________________________________

Date:_____________________________________  

ACCEPTANCE:    This  proposal  is  valid  for  ninety  (90)  calendar  days  from  the  date  of 
submittal.  

RATIO Architects, Inc

455 North Cityfront Plaza Drive, Suite 1800

Chicago, IL 60611

John D. Jackson, ASLA, LEED AP

312.465.2359 N/A

JJackson@RATIOArchitects.com

351496308

Principal in Charge, ASLA, LEED AP

2.25.15
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AFFIDAVIT OF COMPLIANCE 

The certifications set forth in this Affidavit shall become a part of any contract awarded 
to the Proposer.  Proposer shall comply with these certifications during the performance 
of the contract. 

The undersigned  ___________________________,as _____________________________________    
  (Print Name)     (Title) 

and on behalf of ______________________________________________certifies that: 
   (Proposer) 

BUSINESS ORGANIZATION: 

The form of business organization of the Proposer is (check one): 

_______ [  ] Sole Proprietor       [  ] LLC 

_______ [  ] Partnership [  ]  Independent Proposer (Individual) 

   [  ] Corporation 

_______ If Proposer is a corporation, indicate the state and date of incorporation: 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

Federal Employer I.D.# (or Social Security # if an individual/sole proprietor):__________ 

Indicate if the corporation is authorized to do business in Illinois:  Yes [  ]  No  [  ]    

ELIGIBILITY TO ENTER INTO PUBLIC CONTRACTS:       Yes [  ]  No  [  ] 

The Proposer is eligible to enter into public contracts, and is not barred from contracting 
with any unit of state or local government as a result of a violation of either Section 33E‐
3, or 33E‐4 of the Illinois Criminal Code, or of any similar offense of "bid‐rigging" or "bid‐
rotating" of any state or of the United States.     

John Jackson Principal in Charge, ASLA, LEED AP

RATIO Architects, Inc.

X

Indiana; November, 1980.

351496308

X

X
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SEXUAL HARRASSMENT POLICY:   Yes [  ]  No  [  ] 

The Proposer has a written sexual harassment policy in place in full compliance with 775 
ILCS 5/2‐105 (A) (4) and includes, at a minimum, the following information: (I) the 
illegality of sexual harassment;  (II) the definition of sexual harassment under State law;  
(III) a description of sexual harassment, utilizing examples; (IV) the vendor's internal 
complaint process including penalties; (V) the legal recourse, investigative and 
complaint process available through the Department ( of Human Rights) and the 
Commission (Human Rights Commission); (VI) directions on how to contact the 
Department and Commission; and (VII) protection against retaliation as provided by 
Section 6‐101 of the Act. (Illinois Human Rights Act). (emphasis added)     

EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY COMPLIANCE:   Yes [  ]  No  [  ] 

During  the performance of  this Project, Awardee will  comply with  the  Illinois Human 
Rights Act and  the Rules and Regulations of  the  Illinois Department of Human Rights 
published  at 44  Illinois Administrative Code  Section 750, et  seq.    In  the event of  the 
Awardee’s  noncompliance with  any  provision  of  this  Equal  Employment Opportunity 
Clause, the Illinois Human Right Act, or the Rules and Regulations for Public Contracts of 
the Department of Human Rights  the Awardee may be declared non‐responsible and 
therefore ineligible for future contracts or subcontracts with the State of Illinois or any 
of  its  political  subdivisions  or  municipal  corporations,  and  this  agreement  may  be 
canceled or avoided  in whole or  in part, and such other sanctions or penalties may be 
imposed or remedies involved as provided by statute or regulation.   

Awardee agrees: 

A.      That  it  will  not  discriminate  against  any  employee  or  applicant  for 
employment because of race, color, religion, sex, national origin or ancestry; and 
further that it will examine all job classifications to determine if minority persons 
or  women  are  underutilized  and  will  take  appropriate  affirmative  action  to 
rectify any such underutilization. 

B.   That, if it hires additional employees in order to perform this Agreement, or 
any  portion  hereof,  it will  determine  the  availability  (in  accordance with  the 
Department’s  Rules  and  Regulations  for  Public  Contracts)  of  minorities  and 
women  in  the area(s)  from which  it may  reasonably  recruit and  it will hire  for 
each  job  classification  for  which  employees  are  hired  in  such  a  way  that 
minorities and women are not underutilized. 

C.     That,  in all solicitations or advertisements for employees placed by  it or on 
its  behalf,  it  will  state  that  all  applicants will  be  afforded  equal  opportunity 
without  discrimination  because  of  race,  color,  religion,  sex,  marital  status, 

X

X
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national  origin  or  ancestry,  age,  or  physical  or mental  handicap  unrelated  to 
ability, or an unfavorable discharge from military service. 

D.   That it will send to each labor organization or representative of workers with 
which  it  has  or  is  bound  by  a  collective  bargaining  or  other  agreement  or 
understanding, a notice advising such labor organization or representative of the 
Vendor’s obligations under the Illinois Human Rights Act and Department’s Rules 
and Regulations for Public Contract. 

E.      That  it  will  submit  reports  as  required  by  the  Department’s  Rules  and 
Regulations  for Public Contracts,  furnish  all  relevant  information  as may  from 
time to time be requested by the Department or the contracting agency, and in 
all  respects comply with  the  Illinois Human Rights Act and Department’s Rules 
and Regulations for Public Contracts. 

F.     That  it will permit access to all relevant books, records, accounts and work 
sites by personnel of  the  contracting  agency  and Department  for purposes of 
investigation  to  ascertain  compliance with  the  Illinois  Human  Rights  Act  and 
Department’s Rules and Regulations for Public Contracts. 

G.    That  it will  include  verbatim  or  by  reference  the  provisions  of  this  Equal 
Employment Opportunity Clause in every subcontract it awards under which any 
portion of this Agreement obligations are undertaken or assumed, so that such 
provisions will be binding upon such subcontractor.  In the same manner as the 
other provisions of this Agreement, the Vendor will be liable for compliance with 
applicable provisions of  this  clause by  such  subcontractors;  and  further  it will 
promptly  notify  the  contracting  agency  and  the Department  in  the  event  any 
subcontractor fails or refuses to comply therewith.  In addition, the Vendor will 
not utilize any subcontractor declared by the Illinois Human Rights Department 
to be ineligible for contracts or subcontracts with the State of Illinois or any of its 
political subdivisions or municipal corporations. 

“Subcontract”  means  any  agreement,  arrangement  or  understanding,  written  or 
otherwise,  between  the  Vendor  and  any  person  under  which  any  portion  of  the 
Vendor’s obligations under one or more public contracts  is performed, undertaken or 
assumed;  the  term  “subcontract”,  however,  shall  not  include  any  agreement, 
arrangement  or  understanding  in  which  the  parties  stand  in  the  relationship  of  an 
employer  and  an  employee,  or  between  a  Vendor  or  other  organization  and  its 
customers. 
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TAX CERTIFICATION:  Yes [  ]  No  [  ] 

Proposer is not delinquent in the payment of any tax administered by the Illinois 
Department of Revenue, or if it is: (a) it is contesting its liability for the tax or the 
amount of tax in accordance with procedures established  by the appropriate Revenue 
Act; or (b) it has entered into an agreement with the Department of Revenue for 
payment of all taxes due and is currently in compliance with that agreement. 

AUTHORIZATION & SIGNATURE: 

I certify  that  I am authorized  to execute  this Affidavit of Compliance on behalf of  the 
Proposer set forth on the Proposal Summary Sheet, that  I have personal knowledge of 
all  the  information  set  forth  herein  and  that  all  statements,  representations  and 
information provided in or with this Affidavit are true and accurate. 

ACKNOWLEDGED AND AGREED TO: 

___________________________________ 
Signature of Authorized Officer 

___________________________________ 
Name of Authorized Officer 

___________________________________ 
Title 

_________________________________   
Date 

Subscribed and Sworn To 
Before Me This _____ Day 
of ______________, 20__. 

_________________________ 
 Notary Public Signature & Seal 

X

John D. Jackson

Principal in Charge, ASLA, LEED AP

2.25.15
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REFERENCES 

Please provide three (3) references where you have performed similar work as 
outlined in this RFP. 

ORGANIZATION

ADDRESS 

CITY, STATE, ZIP 

PHONE NUMBER 

CONTACT PERSON 

DATE OF PROJECT 

ORGANIZATION 

ADDRESS 

CITY, STATE, ZIP 

PHONE NUMBER 

CONTACT PERSON 

DATE OF PROJECT 

ORGANIZATION 

ADDRESS 

CITY, STATE, ZIP 

PHONE NUMBER 

CONTACT PERSON 

DATE OF PROJECT 

Proposer’s Name & Title:

Signature and Date:

Town of Zionsville

Parks + Recreation, 1075 Parkway Drive

Zionsville, IN, 46077

317.773.2273

Al Smith

January 2008

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

807 South Wright Street, Suite 340

Champaign, IL, 61820

217.244.0344

Kevin Duff

June 2014

Champaign County Design and Conservation Foundation

217.344.9583

Tim Bartlett

January 2013

John D. Jackson, ASLA, LEED AP

Darius E. Phebus Admin. Bldg, 303 W. University Ave

Urbana, IL 61801

2.25.15
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INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS 

Please submit a policy Certificate of Insurance showing bidder’s current coverage’s 

WORKERS COMPENSATION & EMPLOYER LIABILITY 
$500,000 – Each Accident    $500,000 – Policy Limit 

$500,000 – Each Employee 

AUTOMOBILE LIABILITY 
$1,000,000 – Combined Single Limit 

GENERAL LIABILITY (Occurrence basis) 
$1,000,000 – Each Occurrence    $2,000,000 – General Aggregate Limit  

$1,000,000 – Personal & Advertising Injury 
$2,000,000 – Products/Completed Operations Aggregate 

Additional Insured Endorsement & Waiver of Subrogation in favor of the Village of Orland Park 

EXCESS LIABILITY (Umbrella‐Follow Form Policy) 
$10,000,000 – Each Occurrence  $2,000,000 – Aggregate 

EXCESS MUST COVER: General Liability, Automobile Liability, Workers Compensation 

INSURANCE AGENT ERRORS AND OMISSIONS LIABILITY  
Limit‐ $10,000,000  

(A Copy of Policy Declarations Page must be submitted with response) 

Any insurance policies providing the coverages required of the Proposer, excluding Professional Liability, 
shall  be  specifically  endorsed  to  identify  “The  Village  of  Orland  Park,  and  their  respective  officers, 
trustees,  directors,  employees  and  agents  as  Additional  Insureds  on  a  primary/non‐contributory  basis 
with respect to all claims arising out of operations by or on behalf of the named  insured.”  If the named 
insureds have other applicable insurance coverage, that coverage shall be deemed to be on an excess or 
contingent  basis.    The  policies  shall  also  contain  a Waiver  of  Subrogation  in  favor  of  the  Additional 
Insureds in regards to General Liability.  The certificate of insurance shall also state this information on its 
face. Any insurance company providing coverage must hold an A VII rating according to Best’s Key Rating 
Guide.   Permitting the Proposer, or any subcontractor, to proceed with any work prior to our receipt of 
the foregoing certificate and endorsement however, shall not be a waiver of the Proposer’s obligation to 
provide all of the above insurance.  

The bidder agrees that  if they are the selected Proposer, within ten days after the date of notice of the 
award of the contract and prior to the commencement of any work, you will furnish evidence of Insurance 
coverage providing  for at minimum  the  coverages and  limits described above directly  to  the Village of 
Orland Park, Denise Domalewski, Contract Administrator, 14700 S. Ravinia Avenue, Orland Park, IL  60462. 
Failure to provide this evidence in the time frame specified and prior to beginning of work may result in 
the termination of the Village’s relationship with the selected bidder and the bid will be awarded to the 
next lowest bidder or result in creation of a new bid. 

ACCEPTED & AGREED THIS _____ DAY OF ________________ , 20___ 

________________________________ 
Signature  Authorized to execute agreements for: 
________________________________ _______________________________ 
Printed Name & Title   Name of Company 
John D. Jackson, ASLA, LEED AP RATIO Architects, Inc.

February 1525
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Architecture

Preservation

Interior Design

Landscape Architecture

Urban Design + Planning

Graphic Design

Indianapolis, Indiana
Champaign, Illinois
Raleigh, North Carolina
Chicago, Illinois

RATIOarchitects.com
In partnership with smdp, LLC


