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Title/Name/Summary
COVID-19 Update

History
CDC is responding to an outbreak of respiratory disease caused by a novel (new) coronavirus that
was first detected in China and which has now been detected in more than 100 locations
internationally, including in the United States. The virus has been named has been named
“coronavirus disease 2019” (abbreviated “COVID-19”).

Illness Severity
The complete clinical picture with regard to COVID-19 is not fully known. Reported illnesses have
ranged from very mild (including some with no reported symptoms) to severe, including illness
resulting in death. There are ongoing investigations to learn more. This is a rapidly evolving situation
and information will be updated as it becomes available.

More cases of COVID-19 are likely to be identified in the United States in the coming days, including
more instances of community spread. It’s likely that at some point, widespread transmission of
COVID-19 in the United States will occur. Widespread transmission of COVID-19 would translate into
large numbers of people needing medical care at the same time. Schools, childcare centers, and
workplaces, may experience more absenteeism. Mass gatherings may be sparsely attended or
postponed.

CDC is implementing its pandemic preparedness and response plans, working on multiple fronts,
including providing specific guidance on measures to prepare communities to respond to local spread
of the virus.

Financial Impact
None

Recommended Action/Motion
Discussion Only
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